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Claims 1-19 and 22-26 are pending in the application. Claims 1-12 and 25 have been 
allowed. Claim 13 stands rejected. Claims 14-19, and 22-24 and 26 have been withdrawn from 

consideration. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for indicating that claims 1 -12 and 25 have been allowed. 

Rejection under 35 U.S C- § 103(a) 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Knox (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,390,626 B2) in view of either Wilder et al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,508,809) (Wilder) or 
Smith (U.S. Patent No. 3,677,621). Claim 13 and Knox have been described in previous 
communications. 

It is stated in the Office Action that Knox discloses in FIG. 15, inter alia, a polarization 
beamsplitter (220) that defines a first tilt axis and a color separation prism (530) having a second 
tilt axis, wherein the polarizing beamsplitter and the prism assembly are arranged such that the 
first and second tilt axes are perpendicular to each other. It is further stated in the Office Action 
that Knox fails to teach that the polarizing beamsplitter is a Cartesian-type polarizing 
beamsplitter, that Wilder and Smith both teach the use of a Cartesian-type beamsplitter in the 
form of a cube having a polarizing film disposed along a diagonal plane, and that it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a Cartesian polarizing beamsplitter as 
taught by Wilder or Smith in order to reflect a first polarization component and transmit a second 

polarization component. 

Applicants respectfully disagree that Knox teaches the tilt axes are perpendicular and also 
disagree that either Wilder or Smith teach a Cartesian polarizer. 

First, regarding the issue of the tilt axes, please refer to FIGs. 2a and 2b of the present 
application, reproduced below. In each figure, the polarization beamsplitter (PBS) is labeled as 
element 32 and the tilt axis of the PBS is the axis labeled 56. The color prism is labeled as 
element 36 and the tilt axes of the color prism are the axes labeled 58. In FIG, 2a, the PBS tilt 
axis 56 is parallel to the color prism's tilt axes 58. The result of this configuration, with parallel 
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(page 7 t lines 16-17). Accordingly, neither Wilder nor Schmidt teach or suggest a Cartesian 



Since the proposed combinations of references fail to teach or suggest all the elements of 
the invention of claim 1 3, claim 13 is allowable over the prior art/ 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to reinstate all withdrawn claims that depend from 
claim 13, claims 14-18 and 26, and to allow these claims also. 
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